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Act, 31 Vic. (1868), chap. 10, came into effect, establishing uni-
form rates and regulations for the Dominion.

1120. These latter, which since that date, have been changed
from time to time, are now as follow :—General letter rate, 3
cents per ounce or under ; letters for local delivery, where there
is a free delivery, 2 cents per ounce or under ; letters for local
delivery, where not delivered free, 1 cent per ounce or under.
Registration fee, 5 cents. Letter cards, 3 cents. Post cards, I
cent. Newspapers, books, &c., generally, 1 cent per 4 ounces.
Parcels, 6 cents per 4 ounces. Fifth class matter (parcels open
to inspection), I cent per ounce.

\

1121. In 1875 an agreement was made with the United States,
by which a common rate of postage between the two countries
was adopted, each country retaining all money collected, and no
accounts being kept between the two post offices in regard to
international correspondence.

1122. An agreement which came into effect on 1st March, 1888,
and specially provided for the establishment of an exchange of
general articles of merchandise, open to inspection, between the
two countries, subject to certain regulations, for the protection
of customs, with respect to articles liable to duty, superseded the
agreement of 1875, but all the principal provisions were retained.
The internal postage rates of each country generally govern, and
official correspondence entitled to pass free in one country is de-
livered free in the other.

1123. The Universal Postal Union was formed at a conference
held at Berne in 1874, and the first treaty was signed on gth
October, in that year ; the countries represented being the sev-
eral countries of Europe, the United States and Egypt. This
treaty came into force on 1st July, 1875. The object of the union
was to form all the countries of the world into one single postal
territory, and to establish, as far as possible, uniform reduced rates
of postage, and also to further the interchange of correspond-
ence, by arranging that every country should be bound to convey
the mails of other countries by its land or sea services at the low-
est possible rates.

1124. The next postal conference was held in Paris in May,
1878, whenthe Dominion of Canada was admitted a member
from the following 1st July, and letters, newspapers and other
printed matter, samples and patterns, became subject to uniform
postage rates and regulations for all places in Europe, and for
all other countries that were members of the union. The exist-



